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RECOVERY:
Pete Sneddon
was seriously
injured in the
cycle crash
that killed his
friend.

Echo picture by
Joanna Mann.
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NEWS

Marathon effort...
A HAMPSHIRE runner who has raised
more than £7,000 for
charity has scooped
a top national
fundraising
award.

Peter Merrick
was named
Fundraising
Champion 2009
by Coeliac UK
after running a
half-marathon and
two full marathons in aid of the
charity.

The 60-year-old from Lymington has
raised £7,200 since 2005.

Remembering 
bomb victims

THE victims of the
Hiroshima and Nagasaki

atomic bombs will be
remembered in

Southampton tomorrow.
Campaign for Nuclear

Disarmament members
will gather at Bridgwater

Court in Waterloo Road
from 7.30pm to mark 64 years since

the bombings.

Sunglasses stolen 
in raid on opticians
SUNGLASSES worth thousands of
pounds were stolen from an opticians
in the early hours of Wednesday.

Thieves bagged more than 70 pairs of
sunglasses from Rawlings Opticians in
Bournemouth Road, Chandler’s Ford,
after smashing through the front door.

The owner was called to the scene at
12.30am after the alarm was activated.
He found the glass panel of the front
door shattered.

Police are currently investigating the
burglary but the exact value of the
goods stolen is not yet known.

Officers are appealing for any
witnesses to come forward, and they
ask that if anyone is offered cheap
sunglasses for sale they should
contact them immediately.

Anyone with any information should
contact Eastleigh police station on
0845 045 4545 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Raiders take jewellery
RAIDERS have snatched jewellery from
two Hampshire homes. 

Detectives say the burglars got away
with three diamond rings, earrings,
necklaces and other items of jewellery
after smashing a downstairs window
at a house in Queenwood Road in
Broughton. An undisclosed amount of
jewellery and silverware was removed
from a home at The Gardens in the
village. 

No value has been placed on the
property removed from either house.

     Pete Sneddon, who suffered horrific injuries, speaks exclusively to the Echo

saying goodbye to my mate
Woody on the way back and the
next thing I know I’m waking up
in hospital on the Saturday.

“I lifted up the sheets to look at
my legs and was confronted with
all this metal sticking out of
them. I couldn’t bear to look, I
knew it wasn’t right. At that
point I broke down.

“I had all this scaffolding
attached to my leg and the sur-
geon later told me that when I
came in they didn’t know where
to start because I was such a
mess. He said they had used all
the metal in the hospital to fix
me.”

With Julie, his wife of nine
years, by his bedside, he was told
that he had been in a cycling acci-
dent and the severity of his
injuries, but with so much to take
in, it was decided not to tell Pete
about Derek immediately.

It wasn’t until Pete was moved
to another ward that another
patient recognised him as the
cyclist involved in the crash on
the news and passed on his con-
dolences for the loss of Derek.

“It was a massive blow,” Pete
said. “Firstly to find out that way
and secondly hearing that Derek
had gone. It was so traumatic.

“I dealt with a lot of guilt in
hospital over why I was still here
and Derek wasn’t. I struggled
emotionally to come to terms
with that for quite a while.

“In the end it took a visit from
Derek’s family who spoke to me
and told me that they were OK
with me being here.

“I am very close with his family
now. Derek was my oracle and

anything he had to say about
cycling, I listened.”

It was six weeks until Pete was
fit enough to go home in a wheel-
chair with his wife and two chil-
dren, Joshua, 7, and Grace, 4, but
although it was a step in the right
direction, the road to recovery
was long.

He said: “For four months my
whole world was the lounge. It
wasn’t until February that I
could finally move and put my
children to bed. That was a really
emotional moment for me.

“It put a huge strain on our fam-
ily and my wife had to deal with
so much on her own, including
having to give up her own busi-
ness to look after me.

“We had our ups and downs and
I lost myself in some deep and
dark corners at times but we
pulled through and I will be for-
ever grateful to her. She is
absolutely amazing.”

As the year anniversary
approaches, Pete continues to
undergo physiotherapy and will
be back in hospital on August 20
following further surgery.

With continued treatment Pete
has high hopes of being able to
walk unaided but he will never be
able to return to his life before
the accident, cycling up to 300
miles a week.

Pete, who now walks with a
stick and gets around with the
help of a mobility scooter, said:
“I would never be able to ride like
I did before and I wouldn’t want
to. It was an obsession and it
made me quite selfish.

“We are moving forward and
life is back on track, which would
not have been the case if BASICS
had not been there on that night.
I will forever be grateful to Phil
and Sarah. If it hadn’t been for
them there would have been two
deaths that night not one.

“These people are spending
their free time trying to keep peo-
ple alive.

“A charity should not have to be
doing this, funding should be
available so that a doctor is guar-
anteed to be there at every emer-
gency like mine.

“I was lucky that they were
nearby when the accident hap-
pened, others may not be so for-
tunate, so we need to make sure
that the NHS has the funding to
ensure more lives are saved.”

KILLED: Derek Witt.

CYCLIST: Pete, far right, crosses the Itchen Bridge in the months before the tragedy.
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