
DON your trainers and get your two legs racing
to help Hampshire’s four-legged friends.

Time is running out for runners who want
to take part in this year’s Great South Run in
aid of one of the country’s largest animal
shelters.

The Stubbington Ark has only a few char-
ity places left for the October 25 event.

Vanessa Eden, from the Ark, said: “It is
such a great atmosphere on the day, plus
you will be helping the thousands of
unwanted animals that cross our thresh-
old every year.”
Entry is free but runners are asked to

raise a minimum of £150 for the charity.
To book a place call Vanessa on 01329 666916

or email vanessaeden@rspca-solent.org.uk.

A
S HE opened his
eyes, lifted up his
bed sheet and
recoiled in horror
at the metal rods

sticking out of his arms
and legs, Pete Sneddon
had no memory of the
tragic events that saw
him rushed to hospital.

Nor of the carnage that was
faced by off-duty doctors volun-
teering for charity BASICS who
sped to the scene on Itchen Bridge,
Southampton, to give the dad-of-
two life-saving treatment.

Tragically, 60-year-old fellow
rider Derek Witt didn’t survive the
collision with the Peugeot car, yet
had it not been for the immediate
medical treatment from doctors
Phil Hyde and Sarah Assheton
there would have been two deaths
that night, not one.

As Pete and his young family
slowly begin to piece their lives
back together, the 33-year-old from
Whiteley wants to pay tribute to
those who fought to save his life on
that fateful night.

“Slowly we are moving in the
right direction and we owe all that
to Phil and Sarah, who without
doubt saved my life out there that
night. I know that they had to
bring me back several times and I
will forever be grateful for that,”
said Pete.

Last August Pete and his team-
mates from DHC cycling had been
on a photo shoot celebrating the
Olympics coming to London in
2012.

It was during their journey back
along the bridge that tragedy
struck and Derek and Pete were hit
by a car driven by Michael Filgate,
who it was later revealed was unli-
censed, uninsured, three times
over the drink-drive limit and had
taken crack cocaine.

The 38-year-old from
Copenhagen Towers, Weston, was
jailed for seven-and-a-half years.

Derek, a father-of-two and one of
the leading lights in the cycling
community, died instantly from

multiple injuries.
Pete was left clinging to life, suf-

fering multiple injuries including
a fractured pelvis, a broken arm
and broken legs.

But thanks to Drs Hyde and

Assheton and their pre-hospital
care on the roadside, he made it to
Southampton General Hospital,
where doctors began the long
process of putting him back
together.

Pete, who had been cycling for six
years, said: “I was meant to be
going straight home that
Wednesday night but I got the call
to head down to the photo shoot
and I headed down there, despite it
causing some disagreements with
my wife.

“The last thing I remember is
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‘They saved my life that night. I know they
had to bring me back several times’

– Pete Sneddon
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Facelift for pool
WORK has started on the £150,000
refurbishment of a Southampton
leisure facility.

The 35-year-old Shirley Swimming
Pool building, in Kentish Road, is to
be fitted with new lockers, cubicles,
floors and ceilings over the next four
weeks.

Owner Dave Perry said: “The roof is
already off and there is a new one on
the way. The pools and plant room
are in great shape already and the
new changing rooms will be ready
when we open on September 1.”

Garden support 
for over-60s
A NEW gardening sup-
port service is available
for the over-60s in
parts of Hampshire.

It is being provided by
national charity the
Shaw Trust. Those on
means-tested benefits
qualify for discounts on the services. All
other senior citizens pay full rate. Call
the Shaw Trust on 0845 604 4643.

Blood poisoning
A MAN was found dead at his
Hampshire flat after developing
complications from his alcoholism.

An inquest at Winchester Coroner’s
Court on Wednesday heard Anthony
Street had developed dangerous levels
of a toxic substance called ketones in
his blood as a result of his drinking.

But the post-mortem examination on
the 53-year-old, of Arbour Court,
Romsey Road, revealed he had minimal
amounts of alcohol in his bloodstream.

Deputy coroner Simon Burge
recorded that Mr Street, who was
found on January 12 this year, died
due to natural causes.

Special prize for
inventive students
STUDENTS from a Hampshire college
celebrated scooping a special prize in
an engineering project that doesn’t
give out awards.

Judges for the Engineering
Education Scheme (EES) were so
impressed with the work by Taunton’s
College in Southampton that they
decided to drop their usual insistence
that it isn’t a competition.

The teenage team was set a complex
problem-solving exercise to find a
reliable way of telling whether two
ships refuelling at sea are drifting
together or apart.

They devised an instrument to make
the necessary calculations and sound
an alarm if the ships are drifting,
which wowed the judges.

“The EES stresses that it is not a
competition because each project is
different, but they decided to make an
exception and award Taunton’s a
special prize for creativity and
inventiveness which has never been
done before,” said teacher Agneau
Belanyek.

Transit set alight
ARSONISTS destroyed a Ford Transit
van. Firefighters spent about half an
hour tackling the burning vehicle in
Hinkler Green, Thornhill,
Southampton, at 4am on Tuesday.

BASICS Hampshire is a charity
made up of 19 doctors and one
consultant nurse who
voluntarily provide medical care
to critically ill and injured
people following road accidents,
industrial disasters and other

medical emergencies. They are
called whenever the ambulance
service is faced with a critical
patient who needs advanced
intensive care on scene.

One of the team is needed
between two and eight times a

day and in Hampshire alone
there are more than 1,200
requests for a BASICS doctor
each year. To donate, e-mail
basicshampshire@google
mail.com or visit justgiving.com/
basicshampshire.

What is BASICS Hampshire?

A year after the crash which claimed the life of cyclist Derek Witt, team-mate     

Volunteer doctors
brought me back
from the dead
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HEROES: Phil Hyde and Sarah Assheton were the BASICS doctors who saved Pete’s life.

CIVIC chiefs are investigating joining forces
with a neighbouring authority to help slash
costs.

Winchester City Council is looking into team-
ing up with its East Hampshire counterpart to
negotiate a new waste contract.

The authorities say they will be able to save
money by working together on a super-contract
for refuse, recycling and maintenance services.
The operations currently cost both councils a
combined £8m.

The city council insists any collaboration
project would be to save taxpayers’ money.

Council officers will draw up proposals by
November, when a decision will be made on
whether to go ahead with the project. The city’s
contract with Serco expires in 2011.

THE annual mix of cricket, beer and hot air bal-
loons is returning to the village of Cheriton
later this month.

The cricket festival will be held on August 29-
31 at the recreation ground, with Cheriton,
Winchester College and Ropley taking part.

On bank holiday Monday there will be a crick-
et six-a-side tournament featuring eight teams:
Cheriton, Ropley, Ventnor, Hambledon,
Broadh’penny Brigands, Tichborne Park,
Bishop’s Waltham and Hampshire Hogs.

The event coincides with the annual beer fes-
tival at the Flower Pots Inn, a stone’s throw
from the recreation ground.

Weather permitting, hot air balloons will
launch morning and evening from the field by
the pub.

Get running for Ark Joint waste bid Beer, bats, balloons


