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ANDOVER and district remembered the fallen this week as remem-
brance ceremonies drew larger crowds than usual. With the passing of
the last three British veterans of the First World War there is now no
living link with the war that spawned the Poppy Appeal – but their
ranks have been replenished by veterans of later conflicts.
■ For full story and pictures see pages 4&5.
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Liam saved
by volunteer
A DRAMATIC intervention by
a hospital doctor at the side of
the A303 helped save a serious-
ly brain-injured Andover boy
from further harm.

The ten-year-old boy, Liam
Stuthridge, from Cricketers Way,
was seriously injured in a cycle
accident on 29 October and was
losing consciousness as he bled
from his ear.

Concerned paramedics decided
to take him to Southampton
General Hospital, which has spe-
cialist paediatric and neurologi-
cal units, but put out a call to
Basics Hampshire, a charity
which contacts doctors in the
event of such an emergency.

Dr Rob Dawes answered the call
and caught up with the ambu-
lance on the A303 where he was
able to anaesthetise Liam and
begin treatment not available
from paramedics.

“This won Liam a half
hour start on the treat-
ment he would have
received at hospital,” said
Jay Andrews from Basics
Hampshire.

“Nobody knows how
important this could
have been but
early inter-
v e n t i o n
is often
c r u c i a l

in cases of extreme trauma.”
On arrival at hospital, Liam

was found to have three subdural
bleeds and his sedation in a coma
was continued to ease the pres-
sure on the brain.

Now Liam is fully recovered
and back at school although he
must be a little more sedate and
avoid contact sport for three
months.

His father, Simon, said: “My
wife was very concerned about

Liam and was aware that it was
serious at the time.

“But the doctor was able to shut
him down to help his brain and it
was an excellent service – I had
never even heard of Basics before
this happened.”

Basics Hampshire is an
autonomous regional member of
the national Basics charity,
which was set up in 1977 to pro-
vide lifesaving help for trauma
victims.

In 2007, Basics Hampshire,
which has 17 volunteer doctors
and one specialist nurse, was
granted the Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service.

by Steve Dancey
email steve.dancey@andoveradvertiser.co.uk

Liam Stuthridge
in his school
uniform and in

hospital
after the
incident.
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