
VOLUNTEER emer-
gency doctors from
Hampshire were trav-
elling to London
today to discover why
their services are not
Government-funded.

Members of BASICS
Hampshire will hear a House
of Lords debate tabled for
today at 7.30pm.

Liberal Democrat peer
Lucius Cary, the 15th Viscount
Falkland, is asking the
Government why the National
Health Service does not pro-
vide cash to pay for doctors to
treat critically-injured and ill
patients outside hospital any-
where in the UK except
London.

BASICS – the British
Association for Immediate
Care – is a
national charity
that provides
volunteer doc-
tors to cover crit-
ical incidents
while off duty.

They respond
to all types of
critical medical
incidents, from
car crashes and
stabbings to
major emergen-
cies.

The BASICS
doctors from
Hampshire will
join volunteer doctors from
across the country to hear the
issue of Government funding
for emergency doctors debat-
ed in the House of Lords.

Dr Deirdre Dunbar, chair-
man of BASICS Hampshire,
said: “I’m hoping today could
be a turning point for emer-
gency care – not just in
Hampshire, but throughout

the country. At the moment, as
far as BASICS Hampshire is
concerned, the system is a
ludicrous lottery.

“Let’s hope the debate expos-
es one of the most exaggerat-
ed forms of postcode lottery I
can think of. If it can move us
just one step towards a more
equitable system, the 17 doc-
tors who make up BASICS
Hampshire will be ecstatic.

“Unfortunately, because vol-
unteer doctors like us can
only respond to emergency
calls outside our regular NHS
jobs, we can’t always get there.
BASICS Hampshire is one of
the strongest teams in the
country, but even then we get

to fewer than
half the thou-
sand plus calls a
year from ambu-
lance control.

“This is not to
criticise para-
medics, who do a
brilliant job.
But there will
always be
injuries which
require road
side interven-
tions that only
doctors are qual-
ified to give.”

Research shows that critical-
ly injured patients are three
times more likely to survive if
treated by emergency doctors
at the scene. BASICS doctors
have saved dozens of lives in
Hampshire alone.
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‘I’m hoping
today will be a
turning point

for emergency
care’

– Dr Deirdre Dunbar
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Ships sail into view – Page 8

EXPERTS were
today investigating
the cause of a blaze
that devastated a
thatched cottage in
the heart of
Hampshire.

More than 70 fire-
fighters and 12 fire
engines were used
to fight the flames.

The roof was
completely
destroyed at the
home in
Headbourne
Worthy, near
Winchester.

The fire started at
about 12.50pm yes-
terday and nobody
is believed to have
been injured.

Volunteer doctors on
call for equal funding

Fighting the flames
●● To see footage from the
fire log
onto daily
echo.co.uk
and click on
the Daily
Echo Video
News sec-
tion of the website.
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